
tmux
A terminal multiplexer

Richard E Sarkis 
Rochester’s Python User Group 
June 17th, 2014 Meeting





tmux,why?

• Useful to different people in different ways: 

• Create efficient terminal workspaces, locally or 
remotely 

• Create persistent, re-attachable remote terminal 
sessions 

• Considered the successor to screen  

• Multi-platform, doesn’t rely in application-specific 
features (split-panes, etc)



• menu driven for session, window or client selection 

• vi or emacs style command modes, with auto-
complete 

• easier configuration 

• not a drop-in replacement for screen, w.r.t. 
keybindings 

tmux vs. screen



tmux vs. screen

• well-defined client-server model 

• a consistent, well-documented command interface 

• easily scriptable from the shell 

• multiple paste buffers 

• clean codebase, modern and BSD licensed 

• screen supports serial and telnet, wider-platform 
support (IRIX and HP-UX)



Functional Structure


